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INT MAATLOAAL 


bOOK ANALYZES WOURGEOLS, REVISLONIST VIEWS OF RLVOLUTIONARY PROCESS 


Moscow VOPROSY ISTORII KPSS in Russian No 1, Jan 81 (stened to press 20 Jan Al) 
pp 143-145 


{Review by 5.V. Aleksandrov, doctor of historical sciences, of the book "Kritika 
sovremennykli burghuazgnykh 1 revizionistskikh konteept ly po problemam mirovogo 
revolyutsionnogo proteessa" (A Criticiem of Contemporary Bourgeois and Revisionist 
Conceptions Kelating to Problews of the World Revolutionary Process). Under tie 
editorship of: A.P. Sheptulin, V.P. Arafonov, N.I. Drvakhlov, Ye.S. Troitskiy. 
foncow, “Vyeshaya sukola", 1979, 343 pages )* 





{Text] The revievec book represents one of the first successful attempts at a com- 
prehensive critical analysis of bourgeois, revisionist and Maoist concentions di- 
rected against the contemporary world revolutionary process. This monorraph is the 
first volume of a two-volume textbook for the course of scientific communism at 

vu Ss. 


fhe authors’ collective and the editorial board selected a successful structure for 
tue book, basing it in this connection on documents of the 25th CPSU Concress, other 
decisions of the party and directives of Comrade L.I. Srezhnev, who emphasized that 
the “ideological confrontation of the two systems is becominr more active and inne- 
rialist propaganda--more refined. There can be no place for neutralism and compio- 
wises in the struggle of tie two world outlooks. Here a high levelof political vipi- 
lance, active, effective and convincing propaganda work and a timely rebuff to in- 
irical .ueol gical diversions are needed..." 


in the first volume, the authors presented for consideration of the readers interest- 
ine materiale writte:, on a uwipn tueoretical level and dealing with such important 
proviems of the contemporary ideolocical struggle as the stapes and sources of the 
formation of scieutific communism, the theory of socialist revolution, tie Marxist- 
Leninist teaching on the national-liberation movement and the like. lrrencv, 
striking facts, conviction and tuweoretical validity in the criticism of bourgeois 
and revisionist conc, tions, falsifying the determination of the neture of the pre- 
sent epoch and its ‘asic contredictions and the role of the working class in the 
epochal transformations of contemporaneity make the book useful and valuable not 
only tor teachers of scientific communism ani for students but alse for a wide cir- 
cle of proj. ancitst: an ideological workers. 


ihe scientitic-theoretical potential of the book is disclosed in the fact that the 
editorial board and tne authors’ collective succeeded in bringine torether for the 








juke of refuting anticommunism a whole range of what would appear to be diverse 
problems, including social aspects of the acientifiec-technical revolution, tne ideo- 
logy of secial dewocracy, non-l'arxist conceptions of socialiem in the countries of 


Asia, Africa and Latin America, problems of relaxation of international tension and 
#0 On, 


Ne tirec and aome of the subsequent chapters outline the basic features and direc- 
tions of contemporary bourgeote and reviestontat ideology that are subjected to anal- 
yeis in the course on scientific communtem and define the taska of criticiaem of 
social-political trends and conceptions that are inimical to scientific communism, 
The book convincingly shows the groundless attempts of bourgeois ideologists and 
opportunists to pit tue works of K, Marx against the works of F. Engelsa and thie 
works of V.1. Lenin against the works of *. Marx and F. Engels. 


the monograph casts light on a number of the more acute theoretical and politica) 
problems of today connected with the falsifications of anticommunists, Trotskyites 
and .iaoiste with tie aid of the Marxist-Leninist theory of socialist revolution, 

The untenability of the attacks of our ideological adversaries on the scientific 
theory of socialist revolution is validly shown as the latter reflects the general 
laws of revolutionary transformation of society and consequently possesses an inter- 
national character (see p oy), 


The book examines the question of the nature of the present epoch and its chief 
features. Ine autiors proceed from the Leninist position that defining the content 
of the epoch means determining what class is becoming or has become central to the 
events occurring in society and the activity of what class at the given stage of 
development of mankind determines the main direction and content of society's pro- 
aress. Tne book shows the class meaning and social conditionality of Lourreois and 
revisionist interpretations of tue content of the present epoch, It is emphasized 
in the book that in all bourgeois conceptions “the necessity and inevitability of 
the transition of society in the present epoch from private ownership to public 
ownersiip, that is, from capitalism to socialism, are rejected" (p 112). 


The .\avist point of view of tue nature of the contemporary epoch, as the authors 
justly point out, arguably leads to the attempt “to create a theoretical valication 
of tueir heyemonist aspirations. On the basis of their definition of the content 
of tue present epoci, they pegan to negate the leading and determining role of the 
world system of socialism in the world revolutionary vrocess and the world vistor- 
ical role of tie USSK as the country where a socialist society was vuilt for the 
first time” (p 112). 


Tne lorical refutation of bourgeois and revisionist attacks on the positions of 
‘arxist-Leninist tueory of tie historical mission of the working class is organic- 
ally related to tue demonstration of the untenability of anticomnunist falsifica- 
tious of the conterporary epoch, 


The autuors devote. fixed attention to a critical analysis of the social-democratic 
conception of “democratic socialism," disclose the pseudosocialist character of 

tiiis doctrine and expose the attempts to camouflage a procapitalist soctal-reformist 
policy. Taey reach tue conclusion that the highest form of democracy can only be 
achieved after a socialist reorpanizati'n of society. 


lt is impossible not to apree wit: the selection in the bool of a number of basic 
trends with the use of which bourgeois ideologists falsify the role and function of 





the acienctific-tecunical revolution in the contemporary world. They are: (a) ie- 
noring the basic direction of social development from capitaliam to socialium and 
commutinm under the conditions of the present epocl and the ecientific=tectinical 
revolution; (b) falsification of the role of the working class as the leading force 
of the revolutionary transformations ef today; (c) substitution of scientific= 
technical revolution for social revolution; (d) underestimation or ignoring of the 
relations of property and class contradictions under the conditions of the acientific- 
tecunical revolution; (e) excessive overestimation of the role in society of educa- 
tion, technology and professional training of an employee as a counterpoise to the 
realistic combination of social relations and class differentation of society under 
capitalism (see pp 172-173). 


ihree chapters of tle book are devoted to the problems of developing countries, The 
deepening of the cortemporary national-liberation struggle can be seen in its anti- 
imperialist direction. A number of the liberated countries have assumed the path of 
socialist orientation of development. The ideas of Marxism-Leninism are being in- 
creasingly disseminated there. Furthermore, the proletariat in these countries is 
extremely small and inadequately organized in a number of cases. 

There tne influence of religion and nationaliam is strong. These special conditions 
are contributing to the spread of the ideas of nonproletarian socialism, Today, 
socialist slogans are officially proclaimed in a number of liberated countries with 
@ total population of about 1.3 billion people. Considerable disserination of these 
conceptions has occurred in a number of Latin American countries. 


Tue study of these conceptions is of great political and scientific interest, In 
tuis regard, every possible approval should be given to the deep detailed analvsis 
and criticism of tie conceptions of non-Marxist socialism contained in two of the 
chapters in this nonograph. 


Thus, the authore' collective's field of vision includes not only bourreois and 
petty-bourgeois conceptions developed in tiie countries of the capitalist West but 
also theories created in tue young states which have come into existence on the 
ruins of the former colonial empires. This advantageously distinguishes the reviewed 
work from a number of otuwer works dealing with the criticism of contemporary bour- 
geois and petty bourgeois ideology. 


It is important to note that the desire for a more detailed analysis of contemporary 
non-i.arxist conceptions of socialism, including those to be found in the countries 
of the Latin-American continent has been brought out in reviews o’ the textbook 
"Kritixa sovremenn hii burzauaznykii hontsepteiy v kurse nauclinogo kommunizma"§ [Crit- 
icism of Contemporary bourgeois Conceptions in tie Course on Scientific Communism] 
(:loscow, “vysenaya shkola", 1974), which basically was prepared by the same autiorge' 
collective. 


what are tue reasons for tie spread of conceptions of nonnroletarian socialisn in 
tue developing countries? What is their class nature? How do they affect the pro- 
gress of tue strupgle of the liberated peoples for strenrthenine of their independ- 
ence and social pro;.ress? All txese questions are to be found at the center of at- 
tention of tie authors. They have stated interesting ideas showing tl.e similarity 
anu difference of contemporary non-ilarxist socialist tendencies anc theorics of 
Utopian socialism of the preceding century. llere is shown tue influence of world 
socialism and Marx.sm-Leninism on contemporary nonproletarian socialist trends. 











Lousiderable attention 16 devoteu by the autiors to the description of the princt- 
pal position of communist and workers parties in rerard to nonproletarian socialist 
treuds and to ap analyaie of the struggle of Marxist-Leninista for streagthening 
the unity of operations with contemporary revolutionary democracy (see pp 248254, 
2b4-291 and elsewhere). 


in a numer of CPSU documents, the need is emphasized for a reasened criticiem of the 
enemiow of tue national-liberalization movement and opponents of its union with the 
world syutem of sociailem, As Comrade L.I. brezhnev pointed out, when exnosinre the 
Slanderous caupaign of reaction in connection with events in Afghanistan, che "vol- 
icy and psychology of the colonialists am alien to us."3 In this connection, the 
preparation of tue ciapter devoted to a criticism of contemporary neocolonial con- 
ceptions can be noted as a positive fact, Its merit is to be found in the wealth 
of tue materiale used and tne desire to provide an all-round analysis of the ques- 
tion. The authors devoted a great deal of attention to a demonstration of the in- 
ternationalist policy of tue CPSU, which is aimed at supporting the national- 
liberation movement, tne struggle of the peoples of tie liberated countries for com 
plete independence, all-round social progress and apainst the aggressive policy of 
imperialism (see pp 293-325). 


The book contains a chapter that is rich in content on ideological struggle relating 
to questions of relaxation of international tension; it shows the bitter strupgle of 
the forces of progress and peace, on the one hand, and the aggressive forces of im- 
perialism, on the ctuer, relating to basic problems of international life. The book 
emphasizes tie growing influence of the countries of the socialist community on the 
course of world events and in the struggle for strengthening the cause of security 
and sovereignty of the peoples and it unmasks the attempts of reactionary imperial- 
ist circles involving the arms race, the fomenting of international tension and dis- 
semination of the mytu of the “Soviet threat" to halt the movement of humanity along 
the path of peace, democracy and social progress (see pp 326-340). 


The monoyraph is not free of some defects. Certain questions in it are only stated 
and are in need of a more detailed examination, It would have been helpful to have 
prepare 4 special ciiapters on a criticism of anticommunist falsifications of the ef- 
fect of real socialism on tie progress of humanity and problems of the international 
communist movement. It is to be hoped that this wil’ be done in the course of the 
further improvement of the textbook. It would be desirable to add fresh factual ma- 
terial to some of tne chapters. Unfortunately, the number of copies published of 
the textbook is small. 


The outlined defects and few editorial errors do not de*ract from the essential value 
of the reviewed work, which serves as a most characteristic example of a comprehen- 
sive approach to criticism of the falsifications of current problems of the world 
revolutionary process; moreover, the rather high level of argumentation in the exnos- 
ition of bourgeois and revisionist conceptions is combined with the practical value 
and timeliness of positions and materials on the important positive problems of the 
theory of scientific communism. 





FOOTNOTES 


* The authore' collective consists of Doctors of Philosophical Sciences A.). Shep- 
tulin, Ye.b, Modrzhinskaya, A.D. Kosichev, N.I. Dryakhlov, Ye.S. Troitekiy, 
V.U. Granov and A.A. Amrosov, Candidates of Philosophical Sciences V.P. Agafo- 
nov and LA. Kozikov, Doctors of Historical Sciences, V.S. Aleksandrov and 
V.K. Popov and Candidate of iiietorical Sciences 5.1. Mokshin,. 


1. "“Materialy XXV s"yezda APSS" [Materiales of the 25th CPSU Congress]. Moscow, 
1976, p 74. 


2. See VOPROSY ISTORIL KPSS, No 3, 1975, p 133; VESTNIK VYSSKEY SIIKOLY, No 3 1975, 
p 79. 


3. PRAVWDA, 13 January 1980, 


COPYRIGHT: LIzdatel'stvo "Pravda", “Voprosy istorii KPSS", 1981 
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NATLONAL 


INDEPENDENT LINKS IMPROVE UTILIZATION OF FARM MACHINERY, LABOR 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 11 Feb 81 p 1 
[Article by PRAVDA correspondent K. Aksenov: "The Links On a Contract Basis") 


[Text] Farmers in the competing Smolenskaya and Kalininskaya 
oblasts now have many concerns. Striving to meet in a worthy 
manner the 26th CPSU Congress, they are persistently preparing 
.for the spring and laying the foundations for a heavy harvest 
of all crops. The main attention is being given to the train- 
ing of vehicle operators, repairing equipment, preparing seeds, 
and applying fertilizers. Another matter just as important is 
the further improvement of labor organization. 


"We have no better way than the independent link" says Kalininskaya Oblast party 
raykom first secretary P. Alekesyev. 


Practice indicates the high efficiency of the contract method. It is largely thanks 
to this that the links of heroes of socialist labor the Chistyakov brothers from 

the kolkhoz imeni Lenin achieve high final results. Ivan Vasil'evich, chosen as a 
delegate to the 26th CPSU Congress, obtained more than a ton of flax fiber per 
hectare each year during the last five-year plan. The potatoes picked by the Link 
of Anatoliy Vasil'evich amounted to 186 centners. 


Much is being done in the rayon to disseminate leading experience. Half of the 
links growing flax and potatoes work on the independent system. Some 100 cost- 
accounting collectives have been formed for the upcoming harvest work. Comprehen- 
sive subunits have come to replace the specialized ones that grew only a single 
crop. As a result, vehicle operators have become full-time managers of enlarged 
crop rotation setups. 


There are dozens of collectives in the competing oblasts that use the land skill- 
fully. They obtain good yields regardless of the weather conditions. For example, 
last year the links of Ye. Yakovlev from the expe: imental farm imeni Lenin in 
Torzhokskiy Rayon, Kalininskaya Oblast, and of A. Pusenkov from the Zayra kolkhoz 
in Pochinkovskiy Rayon, Smolenskaya Oblast, each gathered more than eight centners 
of flax fiber per hectare. Many achieved yields of 25-30 centners form grain and 
150-180 centners for potatoes. Now the cost accounting links are laying the found- 
ation for the coming harvest. 

















However, spring preparations have not become the most important matter for all. 

At a number of farms they are dragging their heels in setting up the links. vehi- 
cle operators are frequently engaged in work not connected with upcoming sowing 
work. Much also depends on efficient material and technical supply for the 
countryside, For example, the flax growers need combines, drying-and-grading 
equipment, and pickup attachments for the flax stock. It is precisely thanks to 

a full complement of machinery that the link of USSR State Prize Laureate v. 
Sy.oyev from the Smolensk Ploskovskiy sovkhoz obtains guaranteed harvests of fiber 
fla) 


"If we were not able to provide this kind of equipment set for all links, the sec- 
tor would quickly go downhill," remarks Pochinkovskiy party raykom first secret- 
ary N. Zhvats. 


Complaints about the acute shortage of machinery were heard at many farms in the 
competing oblasts. The requirements for fertilizer-spreader cultivators and 
rotary mowers are particularly great. There are few harrows available for the 
T-150 tractors now arriving in the countryside. 


There is, however, another side to the coin. For example, at the Smolensk kolkhoz 
imeni Lenin, where the chairman is Hero of Socialist Labor S. Bizunov, the mech- 
anized Links are making hay with only hay-baling attachments and then drying the 
bales by hanging them. The effect is not small. However, in both oblasts hund- 
reds of these highly productive machines are standing idle or being operated only 
at half capacity. 


The farmer's interest is increasing in the economic utilization of the machinery 
inventory, and the independent links could reduce the amount of manual labor. 
However, a number of leaders and specialists have no interest in them: setting up 
these links is troublesome. And so seasonal subunits frequently work on the land. 
Work results are sometimes lamentable because the vehicle operators carry no 
responsibi’ity for final results. In Smolenskaya Oblast more than 2,000 Links 
are set up every year. But not many of them are distinguished by efficient work. 


"Team contract work just does not catch on with us," says M. Ulyushkina, chief of 
the department of labor and wages at the oblast agricultural administration. 


True, this year it has nevertheless been decided to organize th. 2e independent 
links. However, at the administration they still do not know where to set them 

up or how to set about it. Evidently, a careful study must be made of the experi- 
ence of the rivals in the competition. 
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REG LONAL 


GEORGIAN RAYON NEEDS MORE INDUSTRY TO REDUCE SEASONAL MIGRATION 
Tbilisi ZARYA VOSTOKA in Russian 11 Mar 81 p 2 


[Article by G. Shugarov, first secretary of the Georgian Communist Party 
Akhalkalakskiy raykom: "The Main Potential") 


[Excerpts] The author thinks that: 


In order to put an end to seasonal work and utilize more fully the 
labor resources in the high mountainous Akhalkalakskiy rayon it is 
essential to actively construct there modern plants and factories, 
and also subsidiary enterprises to process construction materials; 
and to develop people's industries; 


simultaneously with the solution of economic problems it is neces- 
sary completely and in good time to implement a program for the 
construction of tousing, kindergarten and preschool establish- 
ments, hospitals and clubs; 


it is necessary to expand and deepen tutelage over the inhabit- 
ants of the rayon by organizations, VUZ's and scientific estab- 
lishments. Herein lies the guarantee of the spiritual growth of 
the rural workers. 


Among the transformations outlined for the years immediately ahead, those measur: s 
that speak with a convincing voice are those that provide for further improvemen: 
in the socioeconomic development of Akhalkalakskiy rayon. These are the scales cf 
these transformations: capital investment for the rayon is twice as much as 
throughout ali the years of Soviet power (including that coming also from the 
Marabda-Akhalkalaki railroad). In essence, this will be a second birth for the 
rayon, a significant qualitative leap in its development. This is just one of the 
signs of the course that has been set by the Georgian Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee toward the further accelerated socioeconomic development of mountainous and 
high mountainous regions with the aim of approximating their life with that of the 
average in the republic. It has been clearly defined in the resolution of the 26th 
Georgian Communist Party Congress resolution. 


Within the rayon, provision has been made for substantial changes in the economy 
and the creation of a number of industrial enterprises, but these are aimed at 


























solving important social problems. Each rayon has its own features, its own 
specific nature, conditioned by a number of factors--geographic, historical, 
ethnographic and so forth, Akhalkalakskiy rayon is no exception. Let us look at 
just one instance. For a long time here a considerable disproportion has come 
about between the labor resources available and the employment rate for the popu- 
lation in social production. Moreover, not in general employment, but in the 
definite period between seasonal agricultural work. 


This situation has engendered seasonal work, and year after year at the appointed 
time people have begun to move out to other republics to make a living. They are 
hired as construction workers. They do not consider themselves parasites in any 
way--they work hard to do better, and that means getting a bit more money. And 
this they do. But such a hunter after » ney can be called neither a patriot nor a 
citizen--you just cannot have the hear. to say it. 


The 'seasonal" way of life, the periodic separation from family, the developed 
habit of accumulating money do not make a man more oral or spiritually richer. 
And the children! What kind of example are they «: ») their fathers-wit!. no-work 
lotsy-shabashniki]. No, it is impossible to be »:conciied to unemplcyment; its 
negative social] consequences are too obvious. 


Each year during the summer the outflow of labor resources from the rayon is made 
up of three or three-and-half thousand men. Many. At the same time we have stone 
and inert materials, that is, the raw materials for the production of construction 
materials so essential for the republic, such as bricks and walling blocks. 

So the idea has been born to develop subsidiary enterprises and to recruit the 
local population to work in them. There is already quarrying in the rayon, and 
during the present five-year period a new quarry with an annual capacity of 10 
million tons will be set up. We are raising the question of constructing a pneu- 
matic transportation system from the quarry to the end of the railroad station. 
The advantage is undoubted--lundreds of vehicles will be freed. We «re also think- 
ing about developing peoples applied craft workshops. 


Nevertheless, basically it is the construction not of subsidiary enterprises but 
modern plants and factories that is envisaged, and a change in the structure of 
the rayon's economy that will affect its social development. In 1984 the plant 
now being built for the production of equipment for cableways, which are most 
essential for Georgia, should be commissionec. The construction »f a town with 
20,000 square meters of housing for workers is linked with the creation of the new 
plant, along with a House of Culture, a kindergarten, a vocational and technical 
school that will train specialists for this enterprise, a trade center, a health 
club complex and clinic for the workers. 


We in the rayon must do everything we should to enable us in three years to report 
the completion of the plant construction simultaneously with the readiness of 
these facilities, as proposed at the 26th CPSU Congress by comrade L.I. Brezhnev. 


Turning to the question of the link between progress in the econory and socio- 
political and spiritual progress in society, I would like to deal with the second 
part of this formula, addressed directly to the man himself--his political and 
social culture, spiritual requirements ard the satisfaction of his inquiries. 





it was with great satisfaction that I listened to the central committee account= 
ability report at the 26th CPSU Congress, which contained this instruction: it 
is very important that propaganda should not gloss over thorny subjects and 
should not fear to broach so-called touchy subjects. I know from experience that 
these matters do not go away anyhow; that they persistently return and cannot be 
brushed aside, Therefore, here in the rayon, frank discussion with people at the 
local level has become a regular form of work. We, the party workers, not only 


teach people but are ourselves taught by them; we not only inform but receive a 
atream of information from below. 


We had a situation here. They were building a school for 450 places in the village 
of Gulikami and the business came to a stand=<still. At the same time, 300 vil- 
lagers were working at building sites at some distance from their own villages. 

In order to avoid disrupting the opening of the new school, we had to invite con- 
atruction workers from Bogdanovekiy Rayon, But thie helped very little. Then it 
was decided to convene 4 meeting in the village, and we explained the absurdity 

and complexity of the situation that had been created. The kolkhoz farmers under- 
stood that their own children might suffer. After several daye, they organized 

two crews that also helped to complete the building by SeptemLer. 


Public opinion is a strong force. We appeal to it when serious questions must be 
resolved, when a certain atmosphere must be created for educational action. This 
same seasonal migration was the subject of rural meetings in labor collectives. 
And it helped us, the party workers, to understand a very important truth: no 
matter how strong the enticement of high wages, it is not this alone that drivos 
aman fron .is own locality, but also boredom and a sense of futility. It is 
partly because of this that it is so difficult to fight against the well-attended 
weddings and funerals (still an event in the village). Sometimes it is even con- 
trived to transform draft ceremonies for the army into drinking bouts. And some- 
one tries to make a profit out of these kinds of motley assemblages. In trying 
to get people to give up their normal behavior at these ceremonials, it is neces- 
sary to offer them instead something better, more interesting, more sensible. 
Thus, within the rayon they have started to arrange Komsomol ceremonies for the 
army drafts. A labor collective gives instructions to the recruit and then fol- 
lows the course of his army service. If he deserves it, we write to the press 
about the outstanding recruit in combat and political training. 


The problem of free time forces us to think constantly about people's spiritual 
development. On the whole, our people are labor-loving and honest, and for several 
years now I can recall no cases of serious crime. But idelness is fraught with conse- 
quences. In the hours and days when he is not working, a man should be able to 

live interestingly, should not feel that he is in a spiritual vacuum. I shall 

not forget how a group of fellows in the village, having imbibed substantially 

after the wedding of a comrade, reacted to my admonitions and reproaches: “And 

what else should we Jo”? Where could we go? Nowhere." 


A House of Culture with accommodation for 600 that has been underway for 16 years 


finally started its work in the rayon recently. It is fine, modern, equipped 
with a revolving stage. It has now become possible to propagandize real art. 
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Since last year, links have been established with the Georgian Writers Union and 
Composers Union, and meetings are held with the collective of the Akhaltsikhskiy 
drama theater. Within the rayon a dance ensemble, a theater orchestra and a 
folk inatrument ensemble have been organized and they tour, giving open-air con- 
certe at the height of the agricultural work. Useful work is being done by a 
group of young scientists from the Thilisi State University, which has taken the 
schools of the rayon under its patronage. Nevertheless, questions of people's 
apiritual development remain for us vitally important. 


In a word, we have quite a few probleme that are quite serious and important. 
But the main thing te the clear perspective and attention of the leading organs 
of the republic. There is belief in the possibilities of the rayon, ite natural 
resources, and in its main potential--people. Now, following the 26th CPSU Con- 
grees, we have a single slogan: “To work!." 


9642 
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REG I JNAL 


MONOGRAPH ON L8TH-CENTURY GEORGIA STRESSES BENEFITS OF RUSSIAN ANNEXATION 
Tbilisi ZARYA VOSTOKA in Russian 18 Mar 81 p 3 


[Article by Doctor of Historical Sciences Dzh. Vateyshvili. “Deep Roots. A Mono- 
graph on the History of Georgian Culture in the 19th Century.") 


[Text] National culture as an integral part of the general human 
treasure house of cultural achievements is made up of unique mani- 
festations of the spiritual life, nature, intellect and even tem- 
perament of a people. Throughout the centuries it has been crys- 
talized in wonderful traditions, customs and mores and found reflec- 
tion in the literature, science and art created by a people.... 


The many-sided nature of problems and the need to reflect international links and 
international resonance forces one to think that the compilation of a valuable 
history of a national culture is a task for a collective of specialists rather than 
for the individual historical researcher, even though each attempt, even the in- 
dividual attempt, undoubtedly deserves approval. 


To write a history is always a responsible matter, especially when those parts of 
it that for one reason or another have been poorly studied relatively, are recon- 
stituted. There are such parts in the history of Georgian culture which until 
recently had not been studied and embodied in a monograph. It is also known that 
even at best our historiography numbers several basic works where the history of 
the birth and development only of some individual part of Georgian culture has been 
shared. 





The first attempt at a comprehensive monographic investigation of one of the most 
important parts of the history of Georgian culture has been made by corresponding 
member of the Georgian Academy of Sciences professor A. Surguladze in his recent 
book “Ocherki po istorii gruzinskoy kultury XIX veka" [Essays on the History of 
Georgian Culture in the 19th Century]. The chronological choice of the author is 
explained primarily by the fact that the beginning of this century marked a turn- 
ing point in Georgia's historical destiny. Following on the annexation to Russia, 
the Georgian people, having entered the broad field of international life to a 
much greater degree than in the preceding centuries, acquired and absorbed from 
the Russian and Evropean cultures. It was precisely under the influence of this 
beneficial effect that even at the very start of the century, leading Georgian 
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culture began to march ewiftly into the morrow, having taken up the ideas of the 
Russian revolutionary liberation movement, In A, Surguladse's work an attempt has 
been made to throw light on and analyze anew a number of very important soc io- 
political phenomena that took place in Georgia throughout the 19th century. 


The division of the book into six voluminous chapters aims to set off the most 
important aspects of the question being examined. At the same time, thie divis- 
ton is of an arbitrary nature, In terme of ite specific semanti. content, each 

of the chapters supplements the rest by facilitating an integrated perception of 
documentary material and the author's commentaries on it. In the introductory part 
of the monograph, along with a historiographic review, the concept of the culture 
is put across and the essence and content of Georgian Soviet culture are defined. 
The author's position on these matters, based on a Marxist-Leninist view of culture, 
is also formulated in chapter six where the problems of the mutual dependence and 
mutual effects of culture and the people that creates it are examined. It is 
interesting that the author interprets the multi-sided national culture as a 
social phenomenon in the unified process of the spiritual life of a people. 


In the first chapter of the book the author offers a general overview of the epoch, 
but at the same time investigates the | sic factors that promoted the progress of 
Georgian culture during the 19th century. Among them he particularly singles out 
the historical tradition and popular mores that promoted the individuality and 
democratic spirit of Georgian culture, together with Georgia's annexation to 
Russia. The author regards the exceptionally great significance of this histori- 
cal act not only in that Georgia set out on the road of economic progress and an 
upsurge in spiritual life and that it was rid of the threat of enslavement by 
countries that were socioeconomically and culturally backward, but also in that, 
although Limited by the colonialist tendencies of the Russian autocracy, the 
development of the Georgian nation was diverted into the best course that gave 
Georgian culture a purposeful democratic and emancipated character. In the second 
and third chapters the author deals with questions of the Persian influence on the 
history of Georgian culture and the formation of the Georgian democratic intelli- 
gentsia during the last century. The content of the fifth chapter also is dir- 
ectly linked to these problems; here Georgia's cultural links with other countries 
during the 19th century are expounded. 


The main part of the monograph is the fourth chapter where the ideological profile 
of Georgian culture during the last century is successively investigated. The 
desire to comprehend the essence of the political and social and literary currents 
of this period and to make critical evaluations of them is the investigative 
method by which the author is guided when analyzing the set of problems presented 
here. The scientific range of this section sweeps from the creativity of the 
founders of Georgian romanticism to the artistic and publicist masterpieces of the 
representatives of the Georgian school of critical realism. <A. Surguladze deals 
in depth--and rightly so-- with the activity of the Georgians of the sixties--the 
“tergdaleulebi"--who are characterized as followers of the teaching of the revolu- 
tionary democrats and the inspirers of the struggle by the Georgian workers for 
emancipation from social and national oppression. Ina press review it is diffi- 
cult to note all the qualities of the monograph, but along with the comprehensive- 
ness and analytical nature of the content, its main achievement is that thanks to 
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it the Russian reader has obtained virtually for the first time an opportunity to 
familiarize himself with the deep roots of the Georgian people's cultural past. 
The reader is convinced that the democratic and highly tdealistic trends in Geor- 
gian culture and sociopolitical thinking during the last century were largely 
promoted by the ideological comity and close practical cooperation between lead- 
ing Georgian and Russian figures. Examples of thie in the monograph have been 
carefully chosen, systematized and analyzed. 


At the same time, | would like to make several critical remarks and suggestions 
about the book that could be considered by the author. It seeme to me that there 
is no need here to focus attention on, in our opinion, isolated writer's asser- 
tions and assessments connected with the set of scientific problems investigated, 
Tt seems to us that much more would have been achieved if an attempt had been made 
to generalize the achievements of Georgian national culture in the 19th century by 
defining in these achievements the appropriate parte played among the spiritual 
values of the multinational Soviet culture, and in general in the world, inter- 
national culture of that period. 


Those sections of the reviewed work whereby using references to specialized Liter- 
ature the author more or less fully sets out the history of the birth and develop- 
ment of individual branches of Georgian culture, also deserve criticism. Our 
desire for purposefulness in expanding and supplementing them with factual, includ- 
ing documentary, material, as it were coincides with similar self-critical remarks 
addressed by the author himself to the reader. This, in seems to us, again proves 
that the compilation in the future of a complete history of Georgian culture (per- 
haps many volumes) should be the concern of a collective of authors that in addi- 
tion to historians would include representatives of other creative specialties. 


And finally, as a remark addressed to the publishing house "Khelovneba,"” I note 
that the lack of a “Notes” section and several typographical errors undoubtedly 
had a negative effect on complete comprehension of the monograph. The present 
level of Georgian historiography insistently dictates the need for generalized 
studies on the cultural history of our people. Let us hope that the undoubtedly 
useful, although chronologically restricted, study by A. Surguladze will prompt 
our historians, men of Literature, art historians, and representative of the 
other humanities to create, soon, a basic work covering the entire spectrum of 
problems in the many centuries of the history of Georgian culture. 


9642 
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RBG TONAL 


LOCAL MOLDAVIAN SOVIETS URGED TO USE FULLY AVAILABLE RESOURCES 
Kishinev SOVETSKAYA MOLDAVIYA in Russian 3 Feb 81 p 1 
(/Article: "Review Sessions of the Soviets"7 


[Text/ In analyzing the results of the five-year plan just past, the Congress 
of the Communict Party of Moldavia noted with satisfaction the increasec role 
played by the Soviets of People's Deputies in solving national economic problems. 
“They have begun to exercise controls more actively over the observance of Soviet 
laws,” the decree of the Congress states, “and they have broadened and deepened 
ties with the masses, paid greater attention to questions of the economy, social, 
everyday, and cultural services to the population.” 


The activity of the people's elected representatives has begun to show more ini- 
tiative and coordinated purpose. Their increased labor and political activity 
has been clearly manifested in the struggle for an on-schedule fulfillment of 

the plans of the 10th Five-Year Plan, as well as in the course of the extensively 
developed socialist competition far a worthy celebration of the 26th CPSU Con- 
egress. Of the 37,000 people's elected representatives in the republic about 70 
percent are employed in the production sphere, and everywhere these deputies 
serve ac an example of discipline, good organization, and a communist attitude 
toward labor. They were among the first to report on the attainment of the 

goals of the 10th Five-Year Plan, and many of them, such as, for example, the 
weaver of the Benderskiy Silk Combine and deputy to the USSR Supreme Soviet, V.C. 
Moroy, the solderer of radio parts at the Mikroprovod NPO (Scientific Production 
Association) and deputy to the Kishinev City Soviet, L. A. Filatova, have fulfilled 
as much as two five-year plans each. 





The Soviets of People's Deputies, permanent commissions, deputies’ groups, and 
posts under the leadership of the Party organizations are carrying out multi- 
faceted political, organizational, and educational work, indeed embodying the slo- 
gan: “There cannot be any laggards alongside a deputy,” and they are actively 
facilitating the dissemination of patriotic initiatives of the foremost production 
workers and labor froups. 


In noting the increased role played by the Soviets of People’s Deputies in solving 
socioeconomic problems, the 15th Congress of the Communist Party of Moldavia, 
nevertheless, pointed out that the enormous rights which have been allotted to the 
local Soviets and their executive committees are still not being fully utilized. 
Problems of housing construction, development of local industry, and increasing 
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the production of consumer goods are not being solved actively enough. During the 
period of the five-year plan just past many tens of millions of rubles remained 
unutilised of the funds assigned to housing and socio-cultural construction, The 
plan for producing consumer goods was considerably underfulfilled, Among the 
items in short supply were such objects and goods whose manufacture would not at 
all be complicated to set up at local industrial enterprises, 


In certain rayons many farms still do not effectively utilise land, material, la- 
bor, and financial resources; in the cities and workers’ settlements the popula- 
tion encounters serious shortcomings in the operation of communal services, trade 
enterprises, transportation, and everyday services. 


As organs of the state authority, possessing the right to direct economic and so- 
cio-cultural construction on their own territory, the local Soviets, as well as 
the leaders of their executive and dispositionary organs cannot avoid bearing the 
responsibility for these and other shortcomings, and they are obliged to make the 
necessary conclusions. 


At the present time in the republic sessions of the Soviets are taking place at 
which the reports of ispolkome for the past year are being heard and discussed. 
hegular review before the Soviets and the public is an important principle of so- 
clalist democracy and an expression of genuine people's power. 


Proceeding from the demands and problems which the 15th Congress of the Communist 
Party of Moldavia posed to the local Soviets, we must take particularly strict 
care in preparing and conducting the review sessions and avoid the errors of past 
years, when the reporte were handled sometimes pro forma, without serious analy- 
sis of the state of affairs, the level of ispolkom leadership, or that of its di- 
visions and boards of various sectors of the economy and culture. 


The business-like efficiency of the sessions, the nature of the disputes are, as is 
well known, determined to a large extent by the contents of the review reports of 
the ispolkoms. The republic has quite a few instructive examples of a well- 
thought-out attitude toward their compilation. For example, in Tiraspol' perma- 
nent commissions, ueputies, and the Soviet aktiv have been attracted to this 
cause, and through the city newspaper they address the population, calling upon 
them to make their own proposals. The report, which is the fruit of collective 
work, allows a deeper penetration into the shortcomings; it permits the work of 
the ispolkom itself to be shown more extensively, how it is exercising its rights 
and obligations, how it is carrying out all its services, wherein lie the causes 
for the lagging behind of certain sections, and what must be done to overcome 
them. 


At the center of attention of the local Soviets’ report sessions must be the core 
questions of the rarty's economic strategy--questions of the intensive develop- 
ment of the economy, increasing efficiency and quality with the emphasis on the 
end results of economic activity. The first month of the new, lith Five-Year 
Flan has already gone by. How the plans and socialist obligations adopted for 
1951 are being fulfilled; what must be done in order to speed up the preparations 
for the spring planting, to eliminate the shortcomings in the wintering of live- 
stock and to ensure its productivity--these are the questions which should engross 
the attention of the participants in the review sessions. 
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The task of the Party organizations is to improve the leadership of the Soviets of 
People's Deputies, to aid them, as stated in the decree of the 15th Congress of the 
Communist Farty of Moldavia, "to concentrate their attention on solving the urgent 
problema of the economic development of the cities and rayons, to ensure the ful- 
fillment of the plans for housing construction, the production of consumer goods 
and foodstuffs, improvements in the operations of trade enterprises, the service 
sphere, schools, medical, cultural-educational, and children's pre-school insti- 
tutions, as well as strengthening socialist legality and law and order.” 


To raise the work of the Soviets to the level of these new tasks--such is the de- 
mand of the present day. 


204 
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RBG LOWAi. 


WEAK CONSTRUCTION BASE INDEMS MOLDAVIAN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Kishinev SOVETSKAY\ MOLDAVIYA in Russian 14 Feb 81 p 2 


22 by A. Gutnik, Senior Sngineer of the Building Materials, Lumber, and 
per Department of the Molda SSR Gosplan: “Let's Make the South a Base 
for the Construction Industry" 


[Text7 /As is well known, the southern zone of Moldavia occupies about 28 percent 
of the republic's territory. In 1979 it accounted for approximately 30 percent of 
the grain harvest, 35 percent of the sunflower, 24 percent of the vegetables, 40 
percent of the grape, almost three-fourths of the essential-oil crops, as well as 
20 percent of the meat and milk out of the total amount of this republic's agri- 
cultural output./ /in boldface/ 


For a long time the development of these sectors, along with the further growth of 
agricultural production, was held back by the limited sources of water supply in 
this zone. This problem will be solved within the next few years. Construction 
work has begun on a large-scale irrigation system, using the waters of the Danube 
and the Danubian Lakes hagul and Yalpug with a prospective irrigation of more than 
336,000 hectares cf lands suitable for farming. 


The irrigation of such an enormous area will allow the harvest of agricultural raw 
material to be sharply increased, and this, in turn, will bring about the necessity 
to build new enterprises and to renovate and expand existing ones in order to pro- 
cess such material, as well as, consequently, housing and socio-cultural facili- 
ties. in the final analysis, this will create the prerequisites to even out the 
level of this region's economic and socio-cultural development with the republic's 
other zones. This will also be facilitated by the creation, following the example 
of Armenia, of branches of machine-building and instrument-manufacturing associa- 
tions and plants which, in their aggregate, can become an economic base for the 
development of small cities and urban-type settlements and aid in the rapid solu- 
tion of major social problems. 


In connection with this, an urgent problem is the creation of a material-technical 
base for construction. It is hardly necessary to demonstrate that there will be 
little effect from capital investments unless the construction organizations re- 
ceive a full amount of the needed materials. 


This region now produces 46 percent of the precast reinforced concrete, 28 percent 
of the wall materials, and 11 percent of the needs for non-ore materials. The 
amount of materials in short supply must be shipped in from far away primarily by 














railroad transport, which clearly cannot cope with this. Moreover, the distance of 
the haule and the frequent reloadings sharply increase their costs, 


because of a constant shortage of materials and construction workers, standardized 
projects are built more slowly and coat more in che south than is the case in the 
central and northern parts of the republic. For this reason ministries and depart- 
ments do not strive to locate new projects here. 


Thus, the question of the need to develop a base for the construction industry in 
the southern part of the republic has become extremely acute. In resolving it, 
however, we must pay attention not only to the quantitative increase in the output 
of materials but also to their quality. Only organizing the plant production of 
precast, lightweight (which is very important for seismic regions) structural com- 
ponents and parts can ensure the widespread industrialization of construction; it 
will allow us to get by with a emaller number of workers, transport means and ma- 
chinery, increase labor productivity and work quality, as well as to curtail to 
time periods required to build the projects. 


For these purposes more effective use must be made of local clays, loams, and 
sands. In particular, at the brick workshop of the Kagul'skiy Inter-Rayon Indus- 
trial Combine, instead of completely solid bricks it is feasible to organize the 
production of the lighter-weight and larger-size hollow bricks, and use these to 
turn out large-size, lighter-weight wall vibration-brick panels which meet the re- 
quirements of construction under seismic-prone conditions. The renovation of this 
workshop can be carried out within a brief time period and would cost approximately 
three million rubles; this would allow the output of wall structural components to 
be tripled. 


The utilization of vibration-brick panels allows a reduction in the outlays of 
brick and cement, a weight reduction by a factor of 1.6--2.5, and a decrease of 
labor expenditure at the construction site by almost four-fifths. 


Another way to obtain large-size, lightweight wall structural components is to in- 
crease the production of keramzit-concrete wall panels, made of keramzit at the 
plant of the Kagul'skoye Kolkhog-Construction Association. Based on the latter, 
it would be rational to create a combine with a workshop turning out lightweight 
keramzit-concrete panels in amounts ranging up to 60,000 cubic meters a year; this 
sould noticeably reduce the shortage in wall materials in the southern part of the 
republic. The construction of such a workshop would not require iarge capital in- 
vestments. 


Moreover, tne means to produce vibration-brick and keramzit-concrete wall panels 
coula be sought out by virtue of capital investments directed at expanding the Ti- 
raspol' and iiovoaniriyashevsk Brickyards, which supply bricks to the South andthe 
construction of new brickyards being planned. 


As is “nown, Portlard cement and crushed rock are used to make reinforced-concrete 
structural components, and the southern part of the republic is lacking in these 
materials. ‘t makes sense, therefore, to set up the production here of autoclave- 
hardened, cementless concretes--silicate concretes, the original materials for 
which are merely sand and lime. They are lighter and cheaper than ordinary con- 
cretes and conduct sound less. 
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Wor more than 30 years now products made of silicate concrete have been used in the 
construction of 9--12-story apartment houses and other buildings in Moscow, Lenin- 

grad, “allinn, Kuybyshev, Odessa, many other cities in the USSR and abroad, and they 
have shown very good operational qualities, 


The decision to build a silicate-concrete plant in the southern part of the repub- 

lic was made as far back as 1957, but it was simply never implemented, although the 
output of highly expensive reinforced concrete in this republic has increased by a 

factor of 21. 


The construction © a plant to turn out silicate-concrete products with a capacity 
of 220,000 cubic meters a year has been provided for in the draft plan of the lith 
Five-Year Plan in Kagul', and we must hope that it will finally be built. However, 
the deadline for it to be put into operation should be moved up so that it will be 
turning out products as early as 1985, 


Organization of the production of vibration-brick and keramzit-concrete panels and 
silicate-concrete products would allow us already in 1985--1986 to fully furnish 
the region's needs for large-size, lightweight wall materials and structural 
components. 


Of no less importance for the South is the problem of rock products, whose con- 
sumption in 1980 amounted to 2,143,000 cubic meters, while the local production 
was only 240,000 cubic meters. The deficit amount has to be shipped in by rail- 
road. However, by the end of the llth Five-Year Plan, in connection with the ex- 
pansion of irrigational and road construction, the consumption of crushed rock and 
@ravel will increase by a factor of 1.2, as compared with 1980, and railroad trans- 
port will no longer be able to cope with such a volume of hauls. 


This problem could be solved by replacing the band-type foundation beds with pile 
types, which reducesthe volume of earthwork and the outlay of concrete by a factor 
of 2--3 and completely eliminates the need for crushed rock. As regards heavy- 
weight concrete, iocally produced keramzit should be used for its manufacture in- 
stead of crushed rock. 


A great ieal of sand is required in connection with organizing the production of 
Silicate concrete. Its extraction could be organized at one of the large deposits 
of the South when a quarry goes into operation during the years 1983--1984. Fur- 
thermore, the Prutskoye River Steamship Company could be supplied with a suffici- 
ent amount of equipment to increase the extraction of sand and a gravel-sand mix 
from the river bottom, This would make it possible to stop shipping sand in from 
Tiraspol' and Bender as early as 1984. 


we should also sharply curtail the bringing in of crushed rock, gravel, and a gra- 
vel-sand mix for roadbuilding operations. Instead of these materials we can use 
soil which is excavated during the ess of building the road bed and mixed with 
coal ash trom the Noldavskaya GRES (State Regional Electric Power Station). Un- 
fortunately, this positive experience, which originated in the Vulkaneshstkiy and 
Slobodzeyskiy Rayons, has still not been widely disseminated. Moreover, roads 
made out of this material have stood up with regard to strength, water resistance, 
and cost just as well as tnose in whose construction crushed rock and gravel were 
utilized. 

2384 
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REGLONAL 


ABASHSKIY RAYON SHOWS ADVANTAGES OF POOLING TARM MACHINERY 
Moscow [IZVESTIYA in Russian 15 Feb 81 p 3 


[Article by LZVESTTYA special correspondent Gennadiy Komrakov, Georgian SSR: "Ac- 
curacy of Calculation") 


{Text} Guram Mgeladze is a bundle of explosive emotions. When he raises his arms 
toward the cloul-darkened sky and cries in desperation: "It will drive me crazy!" 
you can't help but believe him, that he will indeed break down emotionally if the 
drenching rains do not stop. As a rule, however, an emotional outburst is im- 
mediately followed by the well reasoned words of a sober analyst and fine 
psychologist. And the point driven home by the rayon committee secretary is 

always the same: "We must accomplish more today than yesterday! Today we have such 
an opportunity...." 


Guram Davidovich was elected a delegate to the 26th CPSU Congress — a great honor. 


Abashskiy Rayon was awarded the challenge Red Banner of the CPSU Central Committee, 
USSR Council of Ministers, AUCCTU and the Komsomol Central Committee for success- 
ful accomplishment of the targets for 1980 and the 10th Five-Year Plan. 


Seeing the conditions in which the people of Abashskiy Rayon work, I wanted to find 
out what were the principal things motivating these people. 


"Do you think we subdivide incentives into principal and secondary?" responded 
Mgeladze. “Everything is important: the title of competition winner, money, and 
grain in the farmer's barn. 


"The main factor is probably that our farmers do not for a single minute entertain 
the thought of leaving the crop standing in the field. And when people have this 
kind of attitude toward their duties, 1 believe that a good atmosphere has been 
created in this rayon...." 


Mgetadcze mentioned a special -- perhaps I should refine that word to read innova- 
Live -- atmosphere. In this rayon, for example, they consider to be obsolete the 
common view that production specialization also mandatorily presupposes specializa- 
tion of mavogement. On the contrary, they are convinced that production should be 
specialized, but management should be comprehensive, and for this reason a rayon 
agricultural production association was established here with the approval of the 








Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia -- an unprecedented cost- 
accountable entity. And the association council manages the kolkozes and sovkhozes 
and all services, including procurement organizations and processing enterprises, 
which determine at least to some degree the end result of their activities, 
IZVESTIYA (No 121, 1978) carried an article on this experiment. Figures were cited: 
corn yields were boosted 50 percent, and vegetables — threefold; meat production 
also increased by 50 percent, and milk production by one third. Total gross 
production of kolkhozes and sovkhozes almost doubled.... 


Unfortunately, the following scene is encountered on some farms: at the central 
farmsteads abandoned, neglected equipm nt stands around the shops and at more 
remote locations, far from the strict eyes of authority. Equipment which has not 
worked even half its expected life, and sometimes never put in service at all — 
cannibalized for repair parts. I asked the chairmen: "Can't anything be done about 
it?" They shrugged their shoulders: "It has been going on for a long time; it can- 
not be corrected so fast...." 


But in Abash they have succeeded. And not on certain leading farms, but everywhere, 
without exception. By what miraculous means has this enviable state of affairs 
been achieved? Of course miracles do not happen. There now exists, however, the 
practice established by the Abashskiy Department of Gruzsel'khoztekhnika, which 

is under the managership of Abesalom Asatiani. What should the concerns of his job 
be? 


Whoever is thoroughly familiar with the specific features of the partnership betwem 
Sel'khoztekhnika and the immediate producers of agricultural products will reply 
without hesitation: Asatiani's concern is to fulfill his plan with the least ex- 
penditures, in order to climb higher in the results of competition among kindred 
enterprises.... 


But all this is a thing of the past. Last spring tractors were transferred from 
one balance sheet to another, kolkhoz-owned tractors were leased, and now the en- 
tire armada of equipment working for the harvest belongs precisely to that enter- 
prise which Asatiani manage: . 


Yes, the innovative search for an optimal agroindustrial complex management variant 
on a rayon scale led the Abash people to a logical conclusion, without pressure and 
without speeding up events, which is so risky in such cases: equipment should be 
acquired by a strong proprietor enjoying full rights and authority, possessing good 
maintenance facilities, extensive and well-established supply arrangements. 


Thus the kolkhozes and sovkhozes of Abashskiy Rayon are getting along just fine 
without their own tractors and combines, mowing machines and seed drills, having 
‘coded them to the Gruzsel'khoztekhnika department. The fact is that this 
arrangement is to their benefit, for they have become freed of a great many 
burdensome cares, which one can do without, as they have learned. 


I visited practically every nook and cranny in the rayon with Valeriy Losifovich 
Khutsishvili, chief of the agricultural production association. Amazingly enough, 
I did not see any rusting, junked metal in a single village; there is no farm 
machinery standing around which has been stripped for repair parts. 
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But whac ore the results of this innovative arrangement? 


By increasing time between overhauls, they have cut to one third the number of 

major overhauls on tractors; the cost of an overhaul has been cut in half, and they 
are striving to eliminate the need for minor repairs altogether by performing 

proper and timely routine servicing and maintenance. And they are doing a fine job. 
The department, its central and section shops worked precisely as much as was 
required, and the main thing is that they are working only for the harvest. 


The village of Ketilari is the most distant section of the Abashskiy Rayon Sel'khoz- 
tekhnika. The local manager, engineer Kote Peternava, offered a clean wrist for a 
welcoming handshake in place of his oily hand. This is the usual practice of 

truck drivers and tractor operators when they are greeted while working on a dis- 
assembled motor. I thought to myself that some very serious emergency must have 
occurred if the boss is working on the engine himself. I stated this thought 

aloud. 


"Yor a long time now we have considered every breakdown serious and every job urgent," 
replied Peternava. “For five years now we have ignored ranks and titles -- the main 
thing is to keep tractor downtime as little as possible...." 


I asked department manager Abasalom Asatiani and Ketilari Kolkhoz Chairman Vakhtang 
Kobuliva if they would ever consider returning to the oid way of doing things. After 
all, in the past the farm had such dluring independence: you buy equipment and do 
what you want with it, as you are the boss. And for Sel'khoztekhnika, you repaired 
a tractor or other piece of equipment, and that was the end of the problem. 


But how about the way things are now? 


Cost-accountability relations, which specify liability for failure to meet con- 
tractual obligations. Not only must one repair and maintain the equipment, but 
also plow the rayon's fields, cultivate the crops, apply fertilizer, and harvest 
the crops. And all this must be performed in an excellent manner, for otherwise 
one's partners will exact financial penalties. The farm equipment operator will 
receive his payment in full, to the last kopeck, only after the corn is in the 
bain: earnings depend on the harvest. And no matter how you look at it, risk is 
involved for both parties. Correct? 


"Absolutely not!“ Vakhtanrg Kobuliya waved his arms. "We would not go back the old 
way!" 


Candidate of Technical Sciences Abasalom Asatiani angrily growled: "If there were 
a return to the old system, there would be no incentive to work." 


Asatiani until recently had been teaching at the Kutaisi Agricultural Institute. 
C, “geladze had "enticed" Abasalom to Abash, while not making any promises of 
great ben. fits. The one thing he did do was promise total independence in his new 
job -- he daring and try things.... 


The people in this rayon have a great appreciation for independence. It is perhaps 
for this reason that strong, knowledgeable executives and managers gathered here. 
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Candidate of Teehnical Sciences Otar Shalvovich Teomaya, director of an interfarm 
livestock enterprise, left his Laboratory job at a scientific research inetitute 
for his present position, Candidate of Agricultural sciences Yakov Kas'yanovich 
Vasadee, director of a unit operating 1,200 sows, came from Khar'kovekaya Oblast, 
attracted by the prospects of a management experiment. And is it not significant 
that Valeriy losifovich Khutsishvili, chief of the rayon production association, 
previously worked in the republic Council of Ministers? 


Eesentially a rayon agroindustrial complex has been established in Abash. It 
provides “improvement of economic relations between branches and organization of 
precise coordination in the production of agricultural products, improving their 
storage, transportation, processing and delivery to the consumer,” just as i* 
atated in the craft Principal Directions. 


But let us return to Sel'khoztekhnika. Abesalom Valerianovich Asatiani also serves 
as deputy chief of the production association. He receives his wages, as well as 
all categories of incentive bonuses, the latter if the rayon's farms have fulfilled 
their targets for sale of agricultural products to the state, right here in the 
association. That is, his personal incentives are bound to the end result of the 
overall efforts of the rayon. 


Asatiani is also a member of the association council: he resolves major problems, 
on which the fate of the farms depends, together with kolkhoz chairmen, sovkhoz 
directors, and managers of interfarm enterprises. A couple of years ago a clever 
kolkhoz chairman could have put the blame on Sel'khoztekhnika for his own mistakes 
and errors, and the department manager frequently was easily able to “repulse” 
attacks by his partner, while today internal fightine has lost all meaning: every- 
body is pulling in the same harness. 


We should note that concentration of the equipment fleet under Sel'khoztekhnika 
has eliminated rany problems, to the resolution of which so much effort was 
devoted until quite recently. It was not so long ago when complaints were coming 
from all parts of the rayon about a shortage of tractors, with farms buying all 

the tractors they could get. But look what has happened since farm equipment was 
gathered in from the entire rayon into a single entity. While there still was a 
need to improve the structure of the tractor fleet, Asatiani found that he had 

4 DT-75 tractors more than he needed. It was necessary to get rid of the surplus. 





The production association employs 282 farm equipment operators, who are paid their 
wages by Sel'khoztekhnika. At the same time the tractor and combine operators are 
kolkhoz farmers, members of kolkhoz and sovkhoz party and trade union organizations, 
with all the corresponding benefits and privileges. Why this dual subordination? 
Here is the main argument in favor: with this system of organization of labor, the 
people working on the harvest have a genuine incentive to achieve the higher pos- 
sible end result. 


Each month the production association pays the farm equipment operators 90 percent 
of their wages for completed current work. If at the end of the year it turns out 
that the kolkhozes and sovkhozes have cuccessfully accomplished their targets, 

the remaining 10 percent is paid up. If targets have been exceeded, they receive 
an additional 10 percent. 





There also exists 4 general material incentive fund. By doing an excellent job, 
farm equipment operators can receive from this source year-round up to 40 percent 
of earnings. And bonuses increase to 80 percent during planting and harvesting. 
But thie requires the agreement of the kolkhos board or sovkhos administration 

on whose land the farm equipment operator was working, This ise one of the principal 
formes of rewarding high quality of agricultural work. 


another form ie distribution of grain. Cash is cash, but the main incentive 
mechaniem in Abashekiy Rayon is corn. Tractor drivers and combine operators have 
contractual agreements: if they do conscientious work, when the farme overfulfill 
their pledges, they can, in addition to wages and cash bonuses, receive 10 percent 
of the produced crop, but not more than 10 tons of thie amber grain. 


Here is how things look in practice. The section under the direction of Kote 
Peternava has a fund, or, as they call it here “bonus bank" of more than 100 tons 
of corn. At the height of the harvest campaign, when it was not yet raining every 
day and the combines were able to work, 4 tons of grain apiece were allocated to 
20 tarm equipment operators, while M4 tone were left in the “bank.” This corn was 
given to those who maintained performance up to the end of the year -- completing 
the harvest with the highest quality of job performance.... 


Perhaps the Abash system of material incentive appears too unwieldy as | have 
described it, but | can assure you that in actual fact it is rather well balanced 
and easy to understand. In any case, every kolkhoz farmer and sovkhoz worker 
fully understands it. As regards the trend to offer full reward to conscientious 
labor (if somebody's concern is aroused by the unusual number of stages), numbers 
provide the most persuasive reply. Before this incentive mechanism was initiated, 
the loss from growing corn exceeded 35,000 rubles for the rayon. Today corn is 
generating approximately 1 million rubles profit for the Abash farmers. 


in conclusion, | shall relate the conditions under which the maintenance service 
of the Abashskiy Department of Gruzsel'khoztekhnika operates. 


| witnessed the chief of the production association signing a paper authorizing 
the payment of 4 bonus with corn — from 1 to 3 tons — to the mechanics of the 
mobile unite, benchmen, arc welders, fuel tanker drivers, as well as central 
maintenance shop specialists. 


in order to receive this corn, maintenance personnel were ready to swing into ac- 
tion day and night, all year, proceeding at the first call to wherever their as- 
sistance was needed. And frequently they would simply remain out in the field on 
immediate call. 1 saw this during last year's harvet: the combine of Ivan 
Nikolayevich Storchak, a famed farm equipment operator in this district, broke 

down in the field, but there was a mobile maintenance shop standing by on the near- 
by road. 


“Who said that the combine broke down?" grinned rayon committee second secretaty 
Yakov Lilartonovich Keodua. “Storchak wants to harvest 2 tons of soybeans from each 
of 120 hectares. So he crawts along in Low gear in order not to lose any of the 
crop. #8ut you could say that the maintenance mechanic has indeed ground to a halt, 
so to say. If necessary, he will spend the night here. His prosperity is also 
dependent on Storchak's end result.... 








We took a Little walk across the stubble; we did not find a single bean among the 
atraw, 


Now let us take a look at the mechaniam {rom inside. In 1971 10 percent of the 
gross corn harvest was expended on bonuses in this rayon. Today three times as 
much is going for bonuses. Is this too much? A considerable increase, no question 
about it. But the fact is that back in 1971 the rayon brought in a harvest of only 
1,750 tons of corn, while last year's harvested crop totaled 21,000 tons. Average 
yield has increased during these years from 16 to 50 quintale per hectare. Precise~ 
ly for this reason the rayon has received for the eighth time in a row the winner's 
challenge Red Banner in All-Union Socialist Competition. And the goal is 70 
quintals in the llth Five-Year Plan. This will be accomplished, for it is a 
realistic goal.... 
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REGIONAL, 


CENTRAL ASLAN REPUB! ICS COOPERATE IN TRAINING SPECIALISTS, DEVELOPING EDUCATION 
Tashkent KOMMUNIST UZBEKISTANA in Russian No 1, 1981 pp 63-67 


[Article by CPSU History department head, Alma-Ata Power Inetitute: "Mutual Asesiet- 
ance by the Union Republics in Developing the Higher School") 


[Text] The victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution laid the foundation for 
the practical implementation of a new type of internetional relations based on the 
firm friendship, mutual assistance and fraternal cooperation of peoples. Life has 
brilliantly confirmed V. I. Lenin's conclusions that, “under socialiem, the working 
masses themselves will not consent anywhere to exclusivity for purely economic...rea- 
sons..." ("Poln. sobr. soch.” [Complete Collected Works], Vol 30, p 37) and that “so- 
cialiem, in organizing production without class oppression and ensuring the well-being 
of all members of the state, provides a full range of ‘likinge’ and for precisely this 
reason facilitates and tremendously accelerates the rapprochement and amaleamation of 
nations” ("Poln. sobr. soch.,” Vol 30, p 21). 


In accord with the wise Leninist nationality policy of the Communist Party, during 
the period of building socialiem, assistance by the more developed peoples of the 
USSR, and foremost by the Russian people, to backward peoples who are less developed 
for certain historic reasons has predominated in interrelationships among the peoples 
of the USSR. V. I. Lenin pointed out that the transition to socialism would be ex- 
tremely difficult for euch peoples, but that it would be carried out if the party and 
state would take up the role of leaders, if the proletariat of leading countries, in 
which the socialist revolution had won, would help them, and if “independent cadres 
of fighters and party organizations” would be formed in backward countries ("Poln. 
sobr. soch,” Vol 41, p 246). 


Governed ov V. I. Lenin's instructions, the Communist Party has ensured development 
of the economies and cultures of all the national republics. The creation and de- 
velopment of the higher school in these republics has been an important factor in 
the successes achieved by the fraternal peoples of our country. 


In the 1920's, when the system of higher education in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tadzhi- 
kistan, Kiregizia and Turkmenia was only just developing, highly skilled specialists 
were being trained for it basically by the higher and secondary srecial academic in- 
stitutions in the &SF°R and the Ukraine. During the course of building socialism in 
the Central Asian republics and Kazakhstan, we managed to shape a new, people's in- 
telligentsia and provide the national economy with specialists in historically brief 
periods. And, thanks to the enormous concern of the Communist Party and Soviet 
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guvernmment and the assistance of the Russian and other fraternal peoples, development 
of the higher schoo! oceurred here at considerably faster rates than in the Buropean 
portion of the country, 


The successes of the Central Asian republics and Kagakhetan in creating and develop- 
ing the higher echoo!l and in training highly-skilled specialists are one remarkable 
result of a broad Leniniat policy which has unewervingly been actualized by the Com- 
muniet Party, 4 result of the fraternal mutual assistance and moral-political unity 
of the peoples of our multinational country. 


Under the conditions of mature socialiem, the objective process of rapprochement of 
the socialist nations ts becoming increasingly intensive. As was stressed at the 
25th Party Congress by CPSU Central Committee General Secretary L. 1. Brezhnev, "the 
single economic organiem which has evolved within the entire country is a solid ma- 
terial basis for the friendship and cooperation of [ite] peoples.” 


in accord with party and government resolutions, major changes are occuring in the 
country in the distribution of productive forces, social production is continuously 
being improved, new branches of the national economy are arising and large industrial 
complexes are being built. All this cannot but be reflected on the quantitative and 
qualitative aspects of domestic higher education. Thus, during 1961-1975, twenty 
VUZ's were opened in Kazakhetan, |2 in Ugbekistan, three in Tadzhikistan, two in 
Turkmenia and one in Kirghicia., These republics currently have 120 VUZ's, as against 
77 in 1960, and the network of technical academic inetitutions has been developing 
especially dynamically. 


Aes throughout the country, the list of specialties in which personnel are being 
trained for the national economy has been broadened appreciably in VUZ's of the Cen- 
tral Asian republice and Kazakhstan. In the past decade, for example, more than 100 
new departments have been opened in higher academic institutions of the region -- 
“Automation and Comprehensive Mechanization of Machine Building,” "Electrical Sys- 
tome and Circuits,” “Automation and Remote Control,” “Computers,” “Mechanizing Che- 
mical lechnologica!l Processes," “Ferrous and Nonferrous Metal Foundry Production," 
“Arch tecture” and others. 


The CPS! Central Committee and USSR Council of Minis. cs Dec> e “On Steps to Further 
Improve Higher Education in the Country" (1972) ard the new “Principles of USSR and 
Union Republic Public Education Legislation" (1973), which further developed Lenin- 
ist principles of organizing public education with consideration of the interests of 
all the national republics, have played a large role in improving the training of 
highly skilled persunne!. The resolutions of the 25th CPSU Congress cited “further 
rise in the level of training and ideological-political education of specialists” as 
the most important cask of higher academic institutions. The congress outlined a 
complex of measures aimed at meeting the demands of the Central Asian republics and 
Kazakhstan for personnel for various branches of industry, agriculture and culture. 


in implementing the resolutions of the 25th CPSU Congress, the communist parties of 
the Central Asian republics and Kazakhstan have defined concrete measures to further 
improve cooperation and mutual assistance in this area. The primary among them are 
the extensive develcpment of inter-republic specialization and cooperation in train- 
ine highly skilled personnel, improvement in work on non-competitive VUZ study for 
young people from remote regions, and improving the coordination, specialization and 
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creative cooperation of VUZ scientists in studying pressing problema of the economy, 
culture and experience of building socialiam and communiam. 


The CPSU Program notes that the growing scope of communist development demands a con- 
stant exchange of personnel between nations. The central committees and governments 
of the Central Asian republics and Kazakhstan pay a great deal of attention to such 
exchange, which is an important form of fraternal cooperation of the Soviet peoples. 


During 1966-1977, VUZ's of the Usbek SSR trained 1,316 people in various specialties 
for other republics. In turn, during the Ninth Five-Year Plan Usbekistan was sent 
5,500 higher specialists and 950 teachers who had completed graduate studies in cen- 
tral VUZ's from other republics. in 1977, some 3,340 students, 304 graduate students 
and 540 teacher trainees from Ugbekistan were being trained in VUZ's of other repub- 
lics. 


Union republic cooperation in the training of skilled personnel for the national eco- 
nomy enables us to svoid unneeded duplication in this effort. For example, indivi- 
dual categories of engineers are being trained for textile and light industry in Ka- 
zakhetan, Kirgizia and Turkmenia by Usbekistan VUZ's, and personne! for certain spe- 
cific mining and geological surveying occupations are being trained for Central Asian 
republics by Kazakhstan VUZ's. 


Plans to cooperate in training specialists are developed on the basis of previously 
agreed-to proposals and are approved by the Communist Party Central Committee and 
Council of Ministers of eac.. union republic. Under this plan, the Uzbek SSR sends 
183 people each year for training in VUZ's of Kirgizia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenia and 
Tadzhikistan and admits 544 people from these republics to its own VUZ's; the Kir- 
giz SSR sends 254 people each year to higher academic institutions of Uzbekistan and 
4 to Turkmenia. Tadzhikistan VUZ's admit 115 people from Kirgizia, Turkmenia and 
Uzbekistan on a non-competitive basis each year. 


Special note should be made of Uzbekistan's role in training Russian language and 
literature teachers for the Kazakh, Kirgiz, Tadzhik and Turkmen SSR's. Thus, during 
the Ninth Five-Year Plan, about 20,000 such specialists with degrees from Uzbekistan 
VUZ's arrived here to work. 


Of course, the scope of union republic mutual assistance in the field of higher edu- 
cation differs: it is determined by the material-technical base of the VUZ's, the 
skill of their teachers, and the pedagogical traditions which have evolved. In ac- 
cord with party anc government instructions, non-competitive admissions plans have 
grown year by year. Thus, in 1959 Uzbekistan was given 115 places in the VUZ's of 
other republics, in 1966 it was given 500 (in technical and medical VUZ's) and in 
1967-1976 -- 7,579. During those same years, Kirgizia was allocated 3,182 places 
by the non-competitive admissions plan, Kazakhstan -- 7,662, Tadzhikistan -- 2,749 
and Turkmenia -- 3,074. 


fhe communist partics of the Central Asian republics and Kazakhstan pay a great dea! 
vf attention to further developing and improving cooperation by higher academic in- 
stitutions tn study-methods, scientific-research and political-education work. To 
this end, jvint sciencitic sessions and conferences, inter-VUZ conferences and se- 
miners, are held regularly and the efforts of scientists and specialists are com- 
bined to work out pressing problems. Lecture series and special courses, mutual 





aid in publishing printed materials, and exchanging delegations of teachers and stu- 
deuts have become firmly entrenched as part of life here, 


The diverse creative relations among VUZ's have substantially augmented the possibi- 
lities of their scientific, pedagogical and educational activity. VUZ efforts are 
being combined along two lines, by specialty and by region. The goal is to exchange 
the experience accumulated every 2-3 years. The inclusion of a VUZ in the structure 
of one's own or a regional association and the posing of new taske in connection with 
that have a positive effect on the internal development of the collective and help 
overcome the certain conservatism which unavoidably accompanies exclusivity and iso- 
lation. 


The now-traditional inter-VUZ study-methods and scientific-theoretical conferences 
of regional or republic VUZ's play an important role. The urgent problems of VUZ 
life == the acclimatization of first-year students, scientific organization of the 
atudy process, improving the forme and methods of the communist development of stu- 
dents, multipurpose scientific research results — are discussed in detail at them. 
In 1970-1977, such conferences were held in Tashkent and Alma-Ata individually for 
universities, technical inetitutes, medical institutes, agricultural institutes and 
pedagogical inetitutes. Inter-republic student scientific-theoretical conferences 
were also held at Tashkent and Kazakh state universities. In addition to represen- 
tatives of Uzbekistan VUZ's, more than 70 students from Kazakhstan, Kirgizia, Tad- 
zhikistan and Turkmenia also participated in the conferences held at Tashkent State 
University, for example. 


The VUZ's of this region render each other much assistance in improving the qualita- 
tive composition of scientific-pedagogical personnel, in improving their skills. 
Thus, the universities, polytechnical and agricultural institutes of Uzbekistan and 
Kazakhstan offer non-degree courses and graduate training, and many teachers, com- 
petitors and non-degree students from VUZ's in Tadzhikistan, Turkmenistan and Kir- 
gizia defend candidate and doctoral dissertations there. VUZ and secondary special 
academic institution teachers from throughout the region are trained in skill-improve- 
ment institutes and departments attached to Kazakh and Tashkent universities. Thus, 
from 1967 through 1978, about 500 social science teachers from Kazakhstan VUZ's were 
retrained at the Skill Improvement Institute attached to Tashkent State University 
imeni V. I. Lenin. 


Well-known scientists working in higher academic institutions of the Central Asian 
republics and Kazakhstan offer special courses on an exchange basis, conduct seminars 
on special problems, offer consultation on improving methods, scientific and educa- 
tional work, and help VUZ teachers from fraternal republics prepare study aids and 
use technical means of training. 


One characteristic feature of VUZ scientific research activity under developed social- 
ism is not only that it approximates the needs of production, but also that the sub- 
ject matter is substantially enlarged. Thus, during 1971-1975, Uzbekistan VUZ sci- 
entists worked on 130 scientific projects, Kazakhstan -- 108, Turkmenia -- 98, Kir- 
gizia -- 96 and Tadzhikistan -- 63, following a unionwide coordination plan. Coop- 
eration among VUZ scientists from Central Asia and Kazakhstan turned out to be ex- 
ceptionally fruitful in revealing and using the region's natural resources, in creat- 
ing a single power system encompassing the territory of five republics. 
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The all-unton, inter=-republic and international seminars, conferences and symposiums 
held on pressing scientific probleme in the republics serve to further atrengthen co- 
operation by VUZ ecientiate, Also effective are the meetings now being held for rec- 
tore of Central Asian republic and Kagakhatan VUZ's to discuss questions of improving 
study-methods and political-education work, of organizing joint research on regional 
problema. 


One characteristic trend today is the voluntary study of Russian everywhere. This 
is an objective, historically determined apiritual requirement of each aware member 
of Soviet society. VUZ scientists in all the Central Asian republics and Kazakhaetan 
are etudying and generalizing positive experience in Russian-language inatruction 

in the schoole, secondary special and higher academic institutions of the national 
republics and are helping each other to improve this work. 


Such is the mutual assistance among union republics in developing the higher school 
which is associated with the socioeconomic features of the Central Asian republics 
and Kazakhstan. Further development of the fraternal cooperation of the Soviet peo- 
ples will broaden and deepen the sphere of operation of socialist internationalism, 
wil! strengthen their economic, cultural and ideological community and their friend- 
ship, deepen internitionalist consciousness, and have a fruitful impact on the na- 
tural rapprochement of the socialist nations. 


Thanks to the constant concern of the Communist Party and Soviet government and the 
mutual assistance of the Soviet peoples, the training of skilled specialists in the 
Central Asian republics and Kazakhstan is proceeding apace. Thus, whereas the number 
of workers with higher or secondary special educations and employed in the national 
economy increased 2.4-fold from 1960 through 1975 for the USSR as a whole, the in- 
crease was 3.2-fold in the Uzbek SSR, three-fold in the Kazakh S°R, Kirgiz SSR and 
Tadzhik SSR, and 2.6-fold in the Turkmen SSR. 


Large, important tasks face the higher school in the llth Five-Year Plan. The coop- 
eration and fraternal mutual assistance objectively inherent to the Soviet way of 
life and being effected under the leadership of the party are among the primary fac- 
tors in their successful resolution. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommuniaet Usbekistana”, 1981 
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REG LONAL 


PRODUCER SAYS KAZAKH THEATER NEEDS MORE CONTEMPORARY THEMES 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA KUL'TURA in Russian 10 Mar 81 p 4 


[Article by USSR Peoples Artist A. Mambetov, chief producer at the Kazakh Academic 
Theater imeni M. Auezov, Kazakh Theater Society chairman: "Into the Waste-Paper 
Basket or on to the Stage?") 


[Text] “There are no plays with a contemporary theme!" “We are starving for a 

new repertoire!" “There are no playwrights!".... These nervous cries from pro- 

ducers are nothing new. I have heard them at many meetings. I have even uttered 

them myself. | 


Several months ago at a meeting of the Kazakh Theater Society, at which I was 
elected chairman, I delivered a speech on this subject as a demand to look into 
the causes of this persistently alarming situation. We have, of course, a golden 
reserve of national classics. We constantly turn to the Russian classical drama, 
to Soviet drama, to foreign drama. But in its very nature, theater is modern. 

It cannot live without topical plays of the day. Without contemporary play- 
wrights. If we talk about contemporary drama in the republic, then the activity 
of our writers is quite great. During the past five years, for example, more 
than 500 (!) plays have been received at the repertoire-editorial collegium of 
the republican Ministry of Culture. Of course, this is mainly some kind of out- 
pouring, “attempts with the pen," far removed from peak of perfection. Less than 
one-fourth came to anything, but even this is not an insignificant figure--more 
than 100 plays recommended by the collegium to the theaters. 





And the problem that deserves a special discussion starts here. The fact is that 
of this number slightly more than 20 plays have seen the footlights. And those 
that have remained in the repertoire can be counted on the fingers of one hand. 
And among them there are few plays where, to use the words of L. I. Brezhnev at 
the 26th CPSU Congress, “the serious problems on which it would do Gosplan no 
harm ‘to sweat a little’ have really been addressed." 


The superficial handling of the theme and the low artistic level of many of the 
productions of the playwrights make up the main reason for the present poverty 
of the repertoire in the theaters of Kazakhstan. In the final analysis, it is 
the theatergoer who suffers. The plays that have been adopted have cost the 
state a pretty penny. The return, however, has been miserly. Of the plays that 
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have been presented, in my view the only ones that could be called successful 
have been Zh. Sakenov's “Equinox” and R. Sesimbekov's play “Nocturnal Dialog." 
They have been produced at the Kazakh Academic Theater imeni M. Auezov. 


The play "Equinox" by the well-known playwright Zh, Sakenov was premiered at a 
republican competition devoted to the 60th anniversary of the Kazakh SSR and the 
Kazakh SSR Communiat Party. It is set in the Twenties. Zh. Sakenov was the first 
of the Kazakh dramatists to create an image of V. I. Lenin. The character of the 
communists working on the construction of the Petropavlovek-Kokchetav-"Petrokok" 
railroad branch were drawn clearly and full-bloodedly. 


In R. Sesimbekov's "Nocturnal Dialog" this same theme was developed at a new turn 
of the wheel of history--today's. The heroes attract with their fearlessness of 
thought, their refusal to compromise in their actions, their active civic posi- 
tions. 


It is not worthwhile touching on those plays that are covered with a thick layer 
of dust, since they are of interest to no producer. But I should mention those 
that were offered but did not find favor with the theatergoers. Take a couple 
that in my opinion are "typical": "Oh! These Young People” by M. Khasenov and 
"Black Rose" by Ye. Dikan'. 


The former was presented in our Tyuse Theater, the latter at the Chimkent Russian 
Theater. The press unanimously and rightly put down those spectacles. And this 
was no surprise. It had been clear to everyone beforehand that you cannot make 
anything sensible out of this kind of play. For formal purposes they said that a 
play on a contemporary theme had been presented. 


In the plays we are discussing we are told about inconstant fortunes in love in 
banal terms. A bustle of primitive exhortations by the author is offered as the 
search for the truth. The contemporary aspect of these efforts performed in jeans 
amounts to such sentences as “Everything is so complicated in our nuclear age." 
One is forced to agree with this: in our age everything is indeed complicated. 
Only you would never know this from the plays. 


And as a result, what do we have in the aktiv if we are talking about contemporary 
plays? Mainly those same plays we were talking about five years ago: "The Man 
on the Fringe," "The Steel Founders," “The Party Committee Meeting,” "All Day 
Long." These plays really do have it. The pity is that their publicist frank- 
ness has somehow engendered among writers the idea that similar drama is easy, 
that here everything can be “stretched to fit" the topicality of the subject. 
The rest will just fall into place. So we get shoals of writing on "modern" 
themes with the stenographic details of production leaflets and disputes over 
increases in the diameters of pipes and "innovative" stage directions such as 
"the action takes place at night; excavators are talking at the bottom of a 
foundation pit" (1).... 


And at the other end of the scale--as a reaction to this kind of “drama"--plays 
on the mocai theme. About petty passions and commonplace squabbles, with trivia) 
exhortations about duty. Yes, those first works on the production theme did have 
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it. But they cannot be regarded as some kind of yardstick, a model that has to 
be slavishly followed. As in any new trend in art, “production” drama remains 
alive only by moving forward. The more so since the very "simplicity" of these 
plays was not really so simple. Talented dramatists made a deliberately sharp 
turn toward the commonplace. They showed convincingly that our contemporary can 
be interestingly and clearly shown in the “driest” of production conflicts. Yes, 
we Soviet people do not represent our life without labor, outside the collective. 


We are not robots, we have soul. Nothing in humanity is alien to us. The public 
and the personal are so close that you cannot find the boundary between them. 

And is it necessary to look for it? A person who relates creatively to the busi- 
iess in hand also thinks about it in "nonworking" time, and takes counsel with 
relatives and friends. Yes, and today the world has truly become small. We are 
all Linked together by the thousands of threads of modern civilization and respon- 
sibility one for another. The future of planet Earth depends on us, on a civic 
attitude, on how we are able to love and hate. The artist--the playwright, the 
producer, the actor--must help our contemporary to know himself. 


When you read the accountability report delivered to the 26th CPSU Congress by 

L. I. Brezhnev, the soul is carried away with pride for Soviet people. And it 
becomes shameful when in the theater we sometimes cover with mere references to 
reality the gray, and artistically wretched works, and present our contemporaries 
as spiritually shallow good-for-nothings; that spectacles such as “Horseriding" 
or "Oh! These Young People," that because of this are unintelligible, are pro- 
duced. 


The party also emphasizes the creative role of art in our country. A high assess- 
ment of the work of artists, Soviet literature and art was given at the 26th CPSU 
Congress. We should state honestly that the masters of theater and the play- 
wrights of the republic are much in debt to the party and the people. And some 

of the blame here, and by no means a small part of it, should be taken by the 
theaters that are called upon to make the organizational start in the process of 
building up the repertoire. 


In all times, the theater has exerted a great effect on the development of drama, 
acting not only as a client but also as a unique generator of the theatrical 
ideas of its time. And Soviet drama classics, represented by the names of Vs. 
Vishnevskiy, N. Pogodin, K. Trenev and others, have grown up and matured in close 
comity with the theater. The dramatists M. Auezov and G. Musrepov have increased 
their powers together with the Kazakh theater. This is how it has been, how it 
is, and how it should be. 


Last fall the Moscow Theater imeni Vakhtangov played here on tour. For me per- 
sonally the most interesting production was "The Thirteenth Chairman," which was 
born in working cooperation between the theater and the Bashkir dramatist A. 
Abdullinyy. The collectives of the Kazakh theater also have experience in work- 
ing with dramatists. Both well-known dramatists and those just starting. At one 
time, for example, we were the first to present a production of Ch. Aytmatov's 


play "The Mother's Field.” If Chingiz Aytmatov will write a play on his own 
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new novel “And the Day Lasts More Than a Century” we shall with pleasure present 
it for the firet time in the country. 


Recently at our theater the young producer A, Bapishev was engaged with a group of 
young artists to produce B. Amanshin's play "Zhulduz." Here it was the topicality 
of the theme that primarily attracted us. The dramatist investigates the produc- 
tion and moral relationships in a Chaban Komsomol Youth team. In the first ver- 
sion the characters of the heroes were not written in sharp relief. The conflict 
was outlined only spottily. Together with the author, the young collective pro- 
ducing the play is working with great enthusiasm. We are convinced of the social 
need for such a production. 


Work on the play "Zhulduz" has again convincingly reminded us of the need for and 
the fruitfulness of creative cooperation. I say this so that the playwrights will 
know that the doors of the Kazakh Academic Theater, and of all theaters in the 
republic, are always open to them. 


Of course, a fruitful repertoire policy is possible only with direct contact be- 
tween theater and playwright. Moreover, I am convinced that the existing system 
of organizational-creative work with dramatists is not perfect. In our republic-- 
and not only here in the republic--all comers bring their plays to the repertoire 
collegium of the Ministry of Culture, which has only three staff editors. I do not 
cast aspersions on their professional integrity and their desire to do the best 
possible. But can just several people successfully cope with such an enormous 
flow of plays as passes through their hands? Is it possible to charge that among 
the 400 and more plays "thrown into the waste basket" there were some that, al- 
though considered hopeless for production, nevertheless showed some spark of 
talent? I do not intend my words as blame--I am just thinking and I call for 
others to think with me. 


The repertoire editorial collegiums of the ministries of culture are manifestly 
unable to close on their own that gap which has appeared on the front of contempor- 
ary drama. For this we need to attract more actively to the theater the major 
forces, primarily the writers. An enormous role here can be played by combining 
the creative efforts of theater societies and the Writers Union. Drama is one of 
the most important "branches" of literature. With an understanding of this, in 
Kazakhstan, for example, the well-known dramatist Kaltay Mukhamedzhanov was 
recently elected secretary of the Writers Union. We plan to organize things so 
that only those manuscripts that have been discussed and approved in the drama 
section of the Writers Union are passed to the repertoire collegium. Of course, 
producers and actors will participate in its work. At meetings of the drama sec- 
tions not only finished works but also applications and outlines from playwrights 
will be discussed. And without fail, the targets for the year and the themes of 
social measures. We understand that things can be brought into motion only when 
the efforts of all parties without exception are combined on this most important 
sector, when they accept the resolution of acute repertoire problems as most 
important party work. 


The themes of social measuces have been formulated for our dramatists with crystai 
clarity in the documents of the 26th CPSU Congress and the materials of the 15th 
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Kazakh Communist Party Congress. Dramatists must be helped to come out of the 
"country roads" and onto the main highway. The strategy of the main direction 

in contemporary drama should be developed jointly by artists and party committees 
and party leaders, at meetings, at seminars, in private conversation. Understand- 
ing and trust are born in interested intercourse. 


There are 30 or more theaters in Kazakhstan. There are about 600 in the country. 
Each scene is a rostrum. The spiritual upsurge in society depends largely on how 
we go on stage. 


9642 
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